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Global leaders ratify major 
declaration to act on AMR 

At the UN General Assembly high-level meeting on AMR, held 
on 21 September 2016, 193 Member States committed to 
curbing this growing global challenge for human health, food 
production, the environment, and ultimately growth and 
development.  Heeding Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s 
waring that  “We are losing our ability to protect both humans 
and animals from life-threatening infections,” Heads of State 
collectively agreed to a broad, coordinated approach to address 
the root causes of AMR across multiple sectors, especially 
human health, animal health and agriculture. Participants 
stressed that AMR posed a number of grave threats to 
humanity, including a possible resurgence in tuberculosis, 
malaria and HIV/AIDS deaths and food insecurity due to 
negative impacts on agriculture.

Countries reaffirmed their commitment to develop national 
action plans on AMR. Leaders recognized the need for 
stronger systems to monitor drug-resistant infections and the 
volume of antimicrobials used in humans, animals and crops, as 
well as increased international cooperation and funding. They 
pledged to strengthen regulation of antimicrobials, improve 
knowledge and awareness, and promote best practices — as 
well as to foster innovative approaches using alternatives to 
antimicrobials and new technologies for diagnosis and vaccines.

Ban Ki-Moon, Secretary-General of the UN, opening the High-Level 
Meeting on Antimicrobial Resistance, New York, 21 Sept.

Leaders at the UN meeting called on WHO, FAO and OIE, in 
collaboration with development banks such the World Bank 
and other relevant stakeholders, to coordinate their planning 
and actions and to report back to the UN General Assembly in 
September 2018. To read about the outcome, click this link.	
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AMR: A ‘Global Societal 
Challenge And Threat’ 

Ahead of the UN General Assembly 
high-level meeting on AMR, Special 
Representative for Antimicrobial 
Resistance and Assistant Director-
General of WHO, Dr Keiji Fukuda, 
gave a broad overview of the issue to 
the UN press. Dr Fukuda highlighted 
the global nature of the problem, the 
importance of raising awareness, the 
economic costs and the need to take 
modern agriculture into account.
The webcast of the press conference 
can be found here.
Intelligence Squared panellists took a 

new look at the "End of Antibiotics" 
last week at the New York Academy of 
Sciences. Speakers Tim Spector, Laura 
Kahn, Kerry Keffaber and Stefan 
Larenas described how overuse and 
misuse of antibiotics in agriculture and 
medicine have contributed to 700,000 
deaths per year as well as increases in 
obesity, type 2 diabetes and asthma. 
Each speaker proposed future steps to 
rationalize antibiotic use and safeguard 
this essential resource. Podcast 
available September 26 at http://
www.intelligencesquared.com.

IMPLEMENTATION  OF THE  
GLOBAL ACTION PLAN ON  

                                 ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11825.doc.htm
http://webtv.un.org/watch/dr.-keiji-fukuda-assistant-director-general-and-special-representative-for-antimicrobial-resistance-on-the-high-level-meeting-on-amr-press-conference/5126827753001
http://www.intelligencesquared
http://webtv.un.org/watch/dr.-keiji-fukuda-assistant-director-general-and-special-representative-for-antimicrobial-resistance-on-the-high-level-meeting-on-amr-press-conference/5126827753001
http://www.intelligencesquared
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Antimicrobial Resistance: Tackling a 
Threat to the Health and Wealth of 

Nations.    
Ministerial side event hosted by UK, 

Kenya and South Africa 

Led by Jim O’Neill, this high-profile side event with senior 
ministers from countries including Argentina, Australia, Japan, 
Kenya and South Africa discussed what collective action they are 
taking against superbugs. It also showcased other key 
developments in the global response to rising drug resistance, 
including: the work recently kicked off by the G20, what this 
means for the wider global community, and how the G20’s role 
fits with the decisions flowing from the UN High Level Meeting; 
how world governments are rectifying the startling level of 
under-investment in AMR-related research; and a major new 
commitment by 13 of the world’s largest pharmaceutical 
companies, including giants of the generics industry, to take 
concrete actions to reduce the development and spread of drug 
resistance.

The Hon. Aaron Motsoaledi MP, Minister of Health South 
Africa, and Chairman, Stop TB Partnership, presenting at the 
Ministerial side event at the UN General Assembly September 

2016. Photo credit: UK Dept of Health.

New World Bank research: by 2050, 
drug-resistant infections could 

cause global economic damage on 
par with 2008 financial crisis  

New research from the World Bank, while using a different 
methodology, arrives at similar conclusions to those reached by the 
UK Government’s “Review on Antimicrobial Resistance” 
published in May 2016.  The World Bank research shows that 
AMR would increase poverty and affect poorest countries the 
most. Drug-resistant infections have the potential to cause a level 
of economic damage similar to—and likely worse than—that 
caused by the 2008 financial crisis, according to the new report by 
the World Bank Group entitled “Drug Resistant Infections: A Threat 
to Our Economic Future.” The costly impact of AMR will fall
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Forum on Sustainable 
Access to Effective 

Antibiotics 

The way forward for three pillars of 
AMR control - stewardship and 
conservation, innovation, and global 
accountability and governance - was 
discussed by leaders in AMR  on 
September 20th.   The Director of the 
Center for Disease Dynamics, 
Economics, & Policy (CDDEP), 
Ramanan Laxminarayan announced the 
launch of CARA: the Conscience of 
Antimicrobial Resistance 
Accountability, a multidisciplinary, 
multisector alliance dedicated to 
holding the UN, other international 
bodies, national governments, the 
private sector, and civil society to the 
commitments they have made through 
the UN resolution to ensure sustainable 
access to effective antimicrobials. More 
information, including a video, here. 

The forum was hosted by CDDEP, The 
British Society for Antimicrobial 
Chemotherapy, The German Centre for 
Infection Research, The Global 
Antibiotic Resistance Partnership, The 
Infectious Diseases Society of America, 
The Norwegian Institute of Public 
Health, The Pew Charitable Trusts, and 
The Wellcome Trust.

Panel 3 on Governance, L to R: Dr. 
Keiji Fukuda, WHO, Professor Dame 

Sally Davies, Chief Medical Officer 
England, Hon. Vidar Helgesen, 

Minister for  Climate & Environment, 
Norway, Hon Cleopa Mailu, Cabinet 

Secretary for Health, Republic of 
Kenya, and Dr. Juan Lubroth, FAO.

http://www.forumonantibiotics.org
http://www.forumonantibiotics.org
http://en.people.cn/n3/2016/0906/c90000-9111018.html
http://www.ifpma.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/AMR-Roadmap-Press-Release_FINAL.pdf
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FAO Action Plan on 
Antimicrobial Resistance 

AMR has implications for both food 
safety and food security and the economic 
wellbeing of millions of farming 
households across the globe. FAO's 
Action Plan on AMR highlights four key 
areas for the food and agriculture sphere. 
The Organization is aiming to help 
governments put in place national 
strategies for tackling AMR and 
antimicrobial use in their food and 
agricultural sectors by mid-2017. To read 
more, click here.

22 years on: the WHO 
Global Surveillance of 

Antituberculosis-Drug 
Resistance Programme 

This article, in the New England Journal of 
Medicine, describes the history of global 
surveillance of drug resistance in 
tuberculosis and discusses methods for 
surveillance, the quality of available data, 
the key achievements and findings to 
date, the main challenges that remain, 
and future directions. 

AMR: How to foster 
innovation, access and 

appropriate use of 
antibiotics? A joint 

symposium by WHO, 
WIPO and WTO 

How to foster new product development, 
while ensuring access and stewardship 
will be considered at this symposium, on 
25 October 2016. It will offer a forum to 
exchange views and experiences, to 
achieve a better understanding of the 
multi-faceted global challenge of AMR 
and to envisage possible ways forward. 
More here.

Other side events 

Due to space constraints, we have been 
able to bring you only a few of the many 
AMR side events that took place during 
the UN General Assembly. We will report 
on others in the next issues.

heaviest on low-income countries who will experience the largest 
shortfalls in economic growth. Up to 28 million people, mostly in 

developing countries, would be pushed 
into poverty by 2050. Health care 
costs in low-income countries would 
rise by 25% while livestock production 
in these countries would decline by as 
much as 11%. Without AMR 
containment, the Sustainable 
development Goals for 2030 are 
unlikely to be achieved. “The scale and 
nature of this economic threat could wipe 
out hard-fought development gains and take 
us away from our goals of ending extreme 
poverty and boosting shared prosperity,” 
said Jim Yong Kim, President of the 

World Bank Group. The report can be read here.

“We can only combat AMR by 
working together”

A message from the AMR Director 
It started one year ago with one sentence in the World Health 
Assembly resolution on AMR: "…take AMR to the UN General 
Assembly" and one year later, it has happened!  The 21st 
September 2016 was an historic day in AMR history.  
Approximately 70 Heads of State and Ministers of Health and 
Foreign Affairs demonstrated overwhelming political support to 
combat AMR. Both the plenary and panel discussions were great. 
The presence of the Directors-General from WHO, FAO and OIE 
sent a clear message of unity. The speech from José Graziano da 
Silva, Director-General FAO, making clear the necessity to phase 
out antimicrobials as growth promoters was especially significant. 
The Heads of State have high expectations of WHO, FAO and 
OIE and we have a duty to deliver. There is no doubt that it will be 
a long and difficult path but one thing is clear from this week - we 
can only combat AMR by working together.

(L) Special Representative for 
Antimicrobial Resistance and 
Assistant Director-General of 
WHO, Keiji Fukuda, and (R) 
Director of WHO AMR 
Coordinating Secretariat, Marc 
Sprenger at the UN General 
Assembly high-level meeting on 
AMR, New York, 21 Sept 2016

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/433096/icode/
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsr1512438
http://www.who.int/phi/news/antimicrobial-res/en/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/433096/icode/
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsr1512438
http://www.who.int/phi/news/antimicrobial-res/en/
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Please let us know of your upcoming events for inclusion in the newsletter. We also welcome your 
suggestions and comments. For all communications, please contact the Secretariat at 
whoamrsecretariat@who.int.  Responsibility for newsletter contents rests with the AMR Secretariat Director: 
Marc Sprenger.                                                                     Newsletter editor: Breeda Hickey

Members of Technical Coordination Group : Work stream leads HQ - Carmem Pessoa da Silva, 
Gilles Forte, Benedetta Allegranzi, Peter Beyer, Kate Medlicott, Awa Aidara-Kane, Martin Friede, Francis 
Moussy, and Karin Weyer.; Yahaya Ali Ahmed, AFRO; Pilar Ramon Pardo, AMRO; Ali Mafi, EMRO; 
Danilo Lo Fo Wong, EURO; Sirenda Vong, SEARO; Sarah Paulin, WPRO (interim).
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UPCOMING 
MEETINGS/EVENTS

Sept 20-26 UN General Assembly - High Level Week UN New York, USA

Oct 9-11 World Health Summit (WHS) Berlin, Germany

Oct 10 Global Expert Network on innovations in 
antimicrobial drug research and development 
(during WHS). Global Research & 
Development Partnership

Kempinski Hotel Bristol, 
Berlin, Germany

Oct 12-14 PAHO National Focal Point workshop Trinidad & Tobago

Oct 17-20 7th WHO Advisory Group on Integrated 
Surveillance of Antimicrobial Resistance 
(AGISAR) meeting

North Carolina State 
University, Raleigh, USA

Oct 25 “Antimicrobial resistance: How to foster 
innovation, access and appropriate use of 
antibiotics?” Joint technical symposium by 
WHO, WIPO and WTO. Information here 

New Conference Hall, 
WIPO Headquarters, 
Geneva, Switzerland

Nov 1-2 Strategic & Technical Advisory Group meeting WHO HQ, Geneva

Nov 8-11 One Health Technical & Ministerial meetings  
to Address Zoonotic Diseases & Related 
Public Health Threats. 

Dakar, Senegal

Nov 14-20 World Antibiotic Awareness Week Globally

Dec 12-13 WHO Technical Coordination Group 
meeting

Geneva, Switzerland

Dec 13-14 Meeting of WHO Collaborating Centres to 
support GLASS

Geneva, Switzerland

Dec 14-15 GLASS Collaborative Platform meeting Geneva, Switzerland

Dec 15-17 WHO IPC Global Unit International expert 
meeting on “Infection prevention and control 
(IPC) priorities for field implementation in 
low-resource settings”

Geneva, Switzerland

http://www.who.int/phi/news/antimicrobial-res/en/
mailto:whoamrsecretariat@who.int?subject=

